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Preface 

George Shambarger is my great-great-grandfather. I was first introduced to the Shambarger family 

history by my maternal grandmother (Georgeôs granddaughter) Cora Ruth (Shambarger) Kizer (1903-

1992) and my maternal grandfather, Demus C. Kizer (1900-1977), Ruthôs husband. As a youngster in 

California in the 1960s-1970s, I enjoyed listening to Grandpaôs stories about growing up in rural Arkan-

sas. I was particularly fascinated with all of the people he mentioned, and often I asked him how he was 

related to each of them. He collected a lot of photographs of his family, and was a prolific correspondent 

with his relatives. Grandma also indulged me by patiently answering my questions about her family. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Demus & Ruth (Shambarger) Kizer (circa 1924) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1973, when I had just turned age 16, Grandpa took me and another one of his grandsons to visit 

family in Texas and Arkansas. We spent several days in the area around Mulberry and Ozark (in Craw-

ford County and Franklin County, Arkansas) and got to visit a number of the places I had heard about 

and met many fascinating people, including several Shambarger relatives. 

This inspired my lifelong interest in genealogy, which I have pursued to this day. By building a 

strong trail of evidence through correspondence with Ruthôs siblings and cousins and researching prima-

ry sources (particularly the USA federal census records and county vital records), I was able to trace my 

Shambargers far enough back to connect to other researchers who were working on the same family. I 

found that my grandmotherôs Shambarger surname was only one variation of the name spelled by other 

branches of the family (further back) as Shamberger (primarily) and Shumberger. The name (of German 

origin, as it turned out) may have been spelled as Schonberger prior to the immigration to America.  

My branch of this family had come to Arkansas in the late 1870s by way of Ohio from Pennsylvania 

(circa 1853), after the arrival of George Shambargerôs grandfather Nicholas Shamberger in Pennsylvania 

from Germany in the middle to late 1780s. Nicholas Shamberger is the subject of my Shamberger gene-

alogy web site at http://arslanmb.org/shamberg/shamberg.html. Nicholas Shamberger and his wife Bar-

bara Schmid has at least 35 grandchildren. This document is the story of one of their grandsons (George 

Shambarger). 

A number of other family members contributed significantly to our knowledge of the history of our 

Shamberger/Shambarger family. Two of them deserve special acknowledgment: Edward Wevodau (for 

his research in southeastern Pennsylvania) and Roberta (Fredericks) Litchfield (for her research in Ohio). 

http://arslanmb.org/shamberg/shamberg.html


 

 

Pennsylvania (before 1853) 

George Shambarger was born 5 March 1825
1
 in Cumberland County in southeastern Pennsylvania to 

Frederick Shambarger and Elizabeth Hyde, who were married in 1817
2
 in Harrisburg, Dauphin County, 

Pennsylvania (directly across the Susquehanna River from Cumberland County). This was in ñPennsyl-

vania Dutchò country (actually Pennsylvania Deutsch, or Pennsylvania German). This area was settled 

primarily by immigrants from Germany, many of whom originated from the region along Germanyôs 

Rhine River. Frederick Shambargerôs parents (Georgeôs paternal grandparents) were Nicholas Sham-

berger and Barbara Schmid, who were married in 1791
3
 in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Nicholas 

had come to Pennsylvania from Germany in the middle to late 1780s. (The American Revolutionary War 

ended a few years previously, in 1783.)  

Frederick Shambarger was one of at least eight children of Nicholas Shamberger and Barbara Schm-

id.
4
 Frederick, as a child, lived in eastern Cumberland County in East Pennsboro Township (part of 

which was separated in 1845 to form Hampden Township), as well as Lower Paxton Township in ad-

joining Dauphin County. Frederickôs father Nicholas died in 1813, probably in Lower Paxton Township. 

(Frederickôs mother Barbara may have remarried to a Thomas Kelly in 1816.) 

 

                                                           
1
 PA, Cumberland Co., Shiremanstown, St. Johnôs Evangelical Lutheran Church Parish Registers (1787-1926), Baptisms 

2
 PA, Dauphin Co., Harrisburg, Salem Reformed Church (1788-1842), Marriages 

3
 PA, Lancaster Co., Lancaster, First Reformed Church (1736-1806), Marriages 

4
 Frederick and his branch of the family later spelled the surname ñShambargerò, another brother spelled it ñShumbergerò, and 

the others spelled it ñShambergerò. Most of the Shambargers in the USA are descended from Frederick. 



 

 

 

The 1817 marriage of Frederick Shambarger to Elizabeth Hyde was performed by the Reverend F. 

Rahauser of the Salem Reformed Church of Harrisburg (in Dauphin County). Both bride and groom 

were ñof Cumberland Countyò at the time of their marriage.  

During the period immediately after their marriage, Frederick and Elizabeth were members of Frie-

dens Church (also known as St. Johnôs Evangelical Lutheran Church, Old Stone Church, or Peace 

Church), which was erected in 1798 a half-mile north of Shiremanstown (located in East Pennsboro 

Township, later Hampden Township, in eastern Cumberland County) by the German Reformed congre-

gation.  

Their first child, a daughter named Barbara, was born 14 May 1818 and baptized at Friedens Church 

on 12 July of that year. (Barbara is shown in censuses later in life to have been deaf and mute.)  

The 1820 census of Cumberland County (East Pennsboro Township) lists four people in the Frede-

rick Shambarger household. (Censuses prior to 1850 only give the ranges of age and the gender, not the 

names. The age ranges are sometimes not too reliable.) There was one male of 16 and under 26 (Frede-

rick), one female of 16 and under 26 (Elizabeth), one female under 10 (Barbara), and one male under 10. 

Who was the male under 10 years of age? What was his relationship? (I suspect this may be Frederickôs 

youngest brother, who was baptized Andreas on 12 Jan 1812, and who is probably the same person as 

John H. Shambarger, who went to Ohio prior to 1850.) 

Another daughter, Catharine A., was born around October 1823, probably in Cumberland County. 



 

 

Their third child, a son George (the subject of this document), was baptized at Friedens Church on 8 

May 1825. Nicholas, the fourth child (and second son), was born 12 February 1828 and baptized at Frie-

dens Church on 17 August, same year.  

 

 

 

Tax lists of Cumberland County show Frederick Shambargerôs occupation as laborer. He is listed in 

Silver Spring Township in 1826 and in East Pennsboro Township between the years 1828 and 1844. 

(Hampden Township was formed from East Pennsboro Township in 1845.) Between 1847 and 1850, he 

appears on the tax lists of either Hampden Township or Silver Spring Township. (Silver Spring, Hamp-

den, and East Pennsboro Townships, west to east in that order, comprise the extreme northeastern por-

tion of Cumberland County, bounded on the east by the Susquehanna River and, directly across the river, 

by Harrisburg in Dauphin County.) 

 



 

 

 

 

Frederick owned no land. In the 1832-1834 tax list, he owned three horses and three cows. In none of 

the other tax lists from 1826 to 1850 did he own any more than one cow (and no horse). 

The Frederick Shambarger family appears twice in the 1830 census of East Pennsboro Township in 

Cumberland County. (This happens occasionally in censuses.) The ages of the individuals are slightly 

different between the two census entries, but both households show an adult couple (Frederick and Eliz-

abeth), two girls (Barbara and Catherine), and four boys (George, Nicholas, and two unknowns). Who 

were the two unknown boys? Did Frederick and Elizabeth have other sons, or were these unrelated boys 

in the household? 

Their fifth child (and third son), David H., was born 12 January 1831 (in or near Mechanicsburg). 

The date and place of his baptism has not been found. Their sixth child (and third daughter), Mary, was 

born 9 May 1834 and baptized 28 Dec 1834 at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Carlisle (further 

to the west in Cumberland County). Frederick and Elizabethôs residence at that time (according to the 

baptism record) was Sulphur Springs in Cumberland County. (Where exactly was Sulphur Springs? I 

canôt find it on a map.) 

Jacob A. Shambarger, their seventh child (and fourth son), was born in Cumberland County on 25 or 

26 July 1837. He was the last known child of Frederick Shambarger and Elizabeth Hyde. They do not 

appear in the Cumberland County tax lists for 1837. 

The 1840 census of East Pennsboro Township in Cumberland County lists the Frederick Shambarger 

family, but it looks like Elizabeth may have died by this time, perhaps not long after her son Jacobôs 

birth.  There is one male of 30 and under 40 (Frederick, but he should have been in his 40s), one female 

of 20 and under 30 (Barbara), one male of 15 and under 20 (George), one male of 5 and under 10 (David 

H.), one female of 5 and under 10 (Mary), one male under 5 (Jacob), and two females under 5 (un-



 

 

known). Where was Nicholas? Who were the young girls? Had Catherine already left the household by 

this time? (She would have been about 17.) 

The 1850 census of Cumberland County shows the widower Frederick Shambarger living with his 

adult daughter Barbara in Silver Spring Township. (See below.) Who was the infant girl Margaret S. 

Single and what was her relationship to the Shambargers? Frederickôs daughter Mary was living in the 

the John C. Sample household in the same township. (Note that the spelling of surnames in censuses is 

extremely variable, particularly in the 1800s. In later records, Frederickôs branch is more consistently re-

ferred to by the Shambarger spelling.) 

 

 

 

Frederickôs daughter Catharine A. was married before 1840, probably in the Cumberland County 

area, to Robert Lamberton, an Irish immigrant. Their family appears in the 1850 census of Perry County, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

 

 

(Catharineôs identity as a Shambarger is confirmed by the death certificates
5
 of two of her daughters 

who died in Ohio in the early 1900s.) 

Three of Frederick Shambargerôs sons (George, Nicholas, and Jacob) were living in Hampden 

Township in 1850. (See below.) George and Jacob were unmarried farmers (or farm laborers) living in 

                                                           
5
 OH, State Death Index, 1916 Death Certificate 53678 for Margaret E. Spyker, who died 21 September 1916 in Cridersville, 

Auglaize Co., OH; informant was her daughter Millie; and 1919 Death Certificate 8080 for Sarah R. Spyker, who died 24 

February 1919 in Lima, Allen Co., OH; informant was her husband Jacob Spyker 



 

 

someone elseôs household. By this time, Nicholas had recently married Eliza Wolff and they had a new-

born child. 

 

 

 

Frederickôs son David H. Shambarger had moved to Morrow County, Ohio by 1850 to live with his 

uncle (Frederickôs youngest brother) John H. Shambarger. John H. Shambarger and Dorcas Noble were 

married 20 February 1845 in Marion County, Ohio. The 1850 census of Morrow County showed that 

John H. and David H. were tailors, the same as Simon Shumberger (brother to Frederick and John H.). 

 

 

In Morrow County, a marriage (or marriage bond) occurred between David Shambarger and Epuence 

Brown on 1 April 1850. What happened to Epuence, as she does not appear with David in the census 

taken on 27 July of that year? Epuence is not listed in the 1850 mortality schedules. This marriage is not 

mentioned in David H. Shambargerôs Civil War pension file. He then married to Elizabeth Hain on 25 

December 1851 in Allen County, Ohio. 



 

 

Shortly after the 1850 census, George Shamberger married to Mary A., probably in Cumberland 

County (but the marriage record has not been found). She was born 7 December 1828 near Harrisburg. 

On the death certificates of one of their sons
6
, Maryôs maiden name is given as Ellingering. This name 

does not appear in the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania area (or anywhere else that I can find). I believe that this 

is more likely to be Eslinger, a name that does appear in the early 1800s in both Cumberland and Dau-

phin Counties. It was a common practice in earlier centuries for the suffix ñ-inò to be added to the sur-

names of females (i.e., Eslingerin). The names of Maryôs parents are not yet known.  

The first child of George and Mary A. was a son named T. F. (Thomas Frederick?), who was born 

about 1852 or 1853 in Pennsylvania. About this time, Frederick Shambarger and most of his children 

moved from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania to Allen County, Ohio (about 420 miles due west). 

 

 

 

                                                           
6
 OH, State Death Index, 1931 Death Certificate 11504 for John William Shambarger, who died 2 February 1931 in Miami, 

Bradford Co., OH; informant was his wife Elizabeth  



 

 

Ohio (1853-1891) 

 

By 1860, most of Frederick Shambargerôs family appear in the Allen County, Ohio census.  

 

 

 

Frederickôs daughter Mary had married to Henry Betz from Baden (Germany). Their 7-year-old son 

Samuel was born in Ohio, indicating that Mary had left Cumberland County, Pennsylvania between 

1850 and 1853. Maryôs older sister Barbara was in this household, along with a 15-year-old Mary Sham-

barger, who was born in Ohio. (Who was she?) 

 

 

 

Frederick and his sons Jacob, George, and Nicholas (and their families) lived in Shawnee Township, 

on the southwest outskirts of Lima. The birthplaces of the children indicate that they also moved from 

Cumberland County, Pennsylvania to Ohio between 1852 and 1855. (Who was H. Shambarger, the 20-

year-old male living in this household?) 



 

 

George and his wife Mary had five children, all sons, by this time. T. F. was born in Pennsylvania; 

the rest were born in Ohio, probably all in Allen County. John William, the second child, was born in 

April 1854. George Washington (my great-grandfather), their third child, was born 1 March 1856. Lewis 

K., the fourth child, was born 12 May 1857. Their fifth child, Jacob Lincoln (called ñLinkò), was born 16 

February 1860. 

 

In the map above, Lima is the city located right in the center of the county, within Ottawa Township. 

(German Township to its northwest would later be renamed to American Township.) 

George Shambarger purchased 15.25 acres of land from James A. Hover, with deed dated 12 April 

1858
7
 for $329. This land was located in Shawnee Township, in the north half of the southeast quarter of 

Section 1, Township 4 South, Range 6 East (T4S R6E). (Within a township/range, there are 36 sections, 

each typically one mile square, or 640 acres. Section 1 is in the extreme northeast corner of a township.) 

This was the land that George owned at the time of the 1860 census. Presumably, Georgeôs brothers Ja-

cob and Nicholas and their father Frederick lived there as well in 1860. George and his wife Mary sold 

this land to Hudson Watt on 15 March 1864
8
 for $600. 

                                                           
7
 OH, Allen Co., Deed Book X (1857-1859), p. 536 

8
 OH, Allen Co., Deed Book 8 (1862-1869), p. 350 



 

 

During this timeframe, Georgeôs brother Nicholas had purchased 40 acres of land in the southwest 

quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 11 in T4S R6E. This land was about 1.5 miles southwest of 

Georgeôs land. (See map below.) Nicholas and his wife Elizabeth sold this land to Lawrence Hanlon on 

20 February 1864
9
 for $550. 

 

 

Landowners in Shawnee Township, Allen County, Ohio, circa 1880 

 

Frederick was not the first Shambarger from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania to settle in Allen 

County, Ohio. His youngest brother John H. Shambarger and wife Dorcas Noble were married in Marion 

County in 1845, lived in Morrow County, Ohio in 1850
10

, and moved shortly thereafter to Allen County. 

 

                                                           
9
 OH, Allen Co., Deed Book 8 (1862-1869), p. 255 

10
 1850 census of OH, Morrow Co., Canaan Twp., p. 377 


