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Preface

George Shambarger is my grgméatgrandfather. | was first introduced to the Shambarger family

hi story by my maternal grandmother (Georgebds
1992) and my maternal grandfather, Demus C. Kizer (19007), Rit hés husband. As
California in the 19604 9 7 0 s , |l enjoyed I|istening to Gmandp

sas. | was particularly fascinated with all of the people he mentioned, and often | asked him how he we
related to eaclof them. He collected a lot of photographs of his family, and was a prolific correspondent
with his rektives. Grandma also indulged me by patiently answeanpguestions about her family.

Demus& Ruth (Shambarger) Kizerifca 1924

In 1973, when | had just turned age 16, Grandpa took me and another one of his grandsons to visit
family in Texas and Arkansas. We spent several days in the area around Mulberry and Ozawk (in Cra
ford County and Franklin Countrkansayand got to visit a nunds of the places | had heard about
and met many fascinating peopiecluding several Shambarger relatives

This inspired my lifelong interest in genealogy, which | have pursued to this day. By building a
strong trail of evidence through correspondenceRiithb s si bl i ngs and coatsi n
ry sources (particularly the USA federal census records and county vital records), | was able to trace i
Shambargesr far enough back to connect to other researchers who were working on the same family. |
found that mygrandme h eShdmbargesurname was only one variation of the name spelled by other
branches of the family (further back) @8lsamberger (primarily) and Shumbergene namedf German
origin, as it turned outinay have beespelled asschonlergerprior to the mmigration to America.

My branch of this family had come to Arkansas inldte 1870s by way ofOhio from Pennsylvania
(circa1853, after the arrival oGeorge Shambargers g r a Nichdlas Sharebergén Pennsivania
from Germanyn the middle to late 1780blicholas Shamberges the subject of m$ghambergegere-
alogy web site atttp://arslanmb.org/shamberg/shamberg.hitidholas Shamberger and his wiferBa
bara Schmidhas at least 35 grandchildrdérhis document is the story of onetbéir grandsonsGeorge
Shanbarge}.

A number of other family members contributed significantly to our knowledge of the history of our
ShambergéBShambargefamily. Two of themdeserve speciacknowledgment: Edward Westau (for
his research in southeastern Pennsylvania) and Roff@edericks) Litchfield (for her research in Ohio).


http://arslanmb.org/shamberg/shamberg.html

Pennsylvania(lbefore 1853

George Shambarger was born 5 March $82&umberland Countin southeasterRennsylvania to
Frederick Shambarger and #bethHyde who were marrieéh 1817 in Harrisburg, Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania (directly across the Susquehlanna
vania Dut cho count Dsutsdhar®ennsgvariayGerman)y This gréawsattied a
primarily by immigrants from Germany, many whom originatedromthe regiomm | ong Ger man
Rhine River. Freder(iGek rYreadmb gprag eawetesdichplagrEamtds a r
berger and Barbara Schmid, who were married in diffllancaster County, Pennsylvania. Nicholas
hadcome toPennsylvania from Germaiy the middle to late 17806The American Revolutionary War
ended a few years pri@usly, in 1783.)

Frederick Shambarger was one of at least eight children of Nicholas Skhamdoed Barbara Soi
id.* Frederick, as a child, lived in eastern Cumberland County in East Pennsboro Township (part of
which was separated in 1845 to form Hampden Township), as well as Lower Paxton Townghip in a
joining Dauphi n Co uchoaydiedih 18&3] mably io lowes Paktan {Tdwaship. N
(Frederi ckdés motrenearriedBoaa Thomas &ellynralpyl6h a v e

'!PACumberl and Co., Shiremanstown, St. John719826)Baepisngel i ca
2PpA, Dauphin Co., Harrisburg, Salem Reformed Church (178&) Marriages

3 PA, Lancaster Co., Lancaster, First Reformed Church ({IB®6) Marriages

“Frederick and his branch of the fammér ybdattleer speéll leald t
the others spelled it &defsathddSA gredescendedvomtFrederfick. t he Shamb
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The 1817 marriage of Frederick Shambarger to Elizabgtle was performed bthe ReverendF.
Rahauser athe Salem Refored Church of Harrisburg (in Dauphin County). Both bride and groom
were fAof Cumberl and Countyodo at the time of th

During the period immediately after their marriage, Frederick and ElizalmFthmembers dfrie-
dens Church (also known 8. Jom 6 s Evangel i ¢ a0®ld StoneChHuehyoaReac€ h ur ¢ h
Church), which was erected in 1798 a fmalfe north of Shiremanstown (located in East Pennsboro
Township later Hampden Townshim eastern Cumberlar@ounty) by the German Reformedngre-
gation

Their first child, a daughter named Barbara, was born 14 May 1818 and baptized at Friedens Churt
on 12 July of that yea(Barbara is showim censuses later in life to have been deaf and mute.)

The 1820 census of Cumberland County (East Pennsboroshgyy lists four people in the Fred
rick Shambarger householCensuses prior to 1850 only give thages ofigeandthe gendey not the
namesThe age rangeme sometimes not too reliahl@here was onmale of 16 and under 26 (Feed
rick), onefemaleof 16 and under 26 (Elizabetlonefemale under 10 (Barbara), and one male under 10.
Who was the male under $6ars of ageWhat was his relationsh{l suspect this may be Frertckés
youngest brother, who was baptized Andreatddan 1812and who is probably the same person as
John H. Shambargewhowentto Ohioprior to 1850)

Another daughter, Cathine A., was born around October 1828plpably in Cumberland County.



Their third child, a son George (the subject of this document), was baptized at Friedens Church on
May 1825.Nicholas, the fourth child (and second son), was born 12 February 1828ptirddat Fre-
dens Church on 17 Augystame year.

Cumberland County Pennsylvania

Perry County

Adams County

Tax |l ists of Cumberl and County show Frederic
Silver Spring Township in826 and in East Pennsboro Township between the years 1828 and 1844.
(Hampden Township was formed from East Pennsboro Township in 1845.) Between 1847 and 1850, |
appears on the tax lists of either Hampden Township or Silver Spring Township. (Silver Bpripg,
den, and East Pennsboro Townships, west to east in that order, comprise the extreme norttreastern pc
tion of Cumberland County, bounded on the east by the Susquehanna River and, directly across the ri
by Harrisburg in Dauphin County.)



Frederick owned no landh the 18321834 tax list, he owned three horses and three cows. In none of
the other tax lists from 1826 to 1850 did he own any more than onéaoowo horse)

The Frederick Shambarger family appdarnse in the 1830 census of East Pennsboro Township in
Cumberland CountyThis happens occasionally in census&kg ages ofhe individuals are slightly
different between the two census entries, but both households show an adult couple (Fredenzk and El
abeth) two girls (Barbara and Catherine), and four boys (George, Nicholasyanshknown¥. Who
were thewo unknown boy8Did Frederick and Elizabeth have other sons, or were these unrelated boys
in the household?

Their fifth child (and third son), David H., was born 12 January 1831 (in or near Mechanicsburg).
The date and place of his baptisns mat been foundheir sixth child (and third dauger), Mary, was
born 9 May 1834 and ptized 28 Dec 1834 at the First Exggelical Lutheran Church in Gasle (further
to the west in Conberland County). Frederick andElizab e t h idlence atehat tim@ccording to the
baptism recordjvas SulphuSpringsin Cumberland CountyfWhere exactly was $phur Springs? |
canoét find it on a map.)

Jacob A. Shambarger, theaverih child (andfourth son), was born in Cumberland Giyion 25 or
26 July 1837He was the last known child of Frederick ShambargdriizabettHyde They do not
appear in the Cumberland County tax lists for 1837.

The 1840 census of East Pennsboro Township in Cumberland Giststiie Frederick Shambarger
family, but it looks like Elizabeth may have died by this time, perhapsnaglo af t er her s
birth. There is one male of 30 and under 40 (Frederick, but he should have been in his 40s), one fems
of 20 and under 30 (Barbara), one male of 15 and under 20 (George), one male of 5 and Waled 10 (
H.), one female of 5 and under 10 (Mary), one male under 5 (Jacob), and two females under 5 (u



known).Where was Nicholas®ho were the young girls? Had Catherine already left the household by
this time? (She would have been about 17.)

The 1850 census of Cumberland County shinvesvidower Frederick Shambarger living with his
adult daughter Barbara in Silver Spring Township. (See below.)Wéhahe infant girl Margaret S.
Singleandwhavas her r el ationshi p tsdaugheeMas haivingimthg er s’
the J&in C. Sample household in the same townghpte that the spelling of surnames in censuses is
extremely variable, particularly in the 1800s
ferred to by the Shambarger spelling.)

- Silver Spring Twp., p. 272 (2 Sep 1850)

30 309 SHUMBERGER Fredk. 55 M PA Laborer
Barbara 39 PA
SINGLE Margaret S. 1 F PA
- Silver Spring Twp., p. 274 (2 Sep 1850)
337 338 SAMPLE John C. 26 M PA Farmer
Mary 26 F PA
Samuel 2 M PA
SHUMBARGER Mary 16 F PA
SUDWICH Levi 168 M PA  Laborer

Fredericks daughter Catharin®. was married befor&840, probably in the Cumberland County
area, to Robert Lamberton, an Irish immigrdrteir family appears in the 1850 census of Perry County,
Pennsylvania.

- Penn Twp., p. 940 (23 Oct 1850)

527 564 LAMBERTON Robert 34 M Ire Laborer
Catharine A. 25 F PA
Huston 9 M PA
John F. 6 M PA
Margaret E. 3 F PA
Pricilla J. 1 F PA

(Catharinés identity as a Shambarger is confirmed bydéath certificate of two of her daughters
whodiedin Ohio in the early 1900s.

Threeof Fr eder i ¢k s@kogesNaholgseandJacoly were living in Hampden
Township in 1850. (See below.) George and Jacob werarriedfarmers(or farm laborershiving in

® OH, State Death Inde1916 Death Cerficate53678for Margaret E. Spykewho died21 September 191i6 Cridersville,
AuglaizeCo., OH; informant was &r daughter Millieand 1919 Death Certificate 8080 for Sarah R. Spyker, who died 24
February 1919 in Lima, Allen CoOH; informant was her husband Jacob Spyker



someone el seb6bs househol d. By t ZaiWwslff and theg had d&Nne ¢ h o
born child.

- Hampden Twp., p. 416 (19-28 Aug 1850)

M7 117 ADAMS Abraham 7 M PA  Tenant farmer
Elizabeth 20 F PA  wife
lsaac 2 M PA  son
John 1T M PA  =on
WERTZ Solomon 21 M PA Farmer
SHUMBERGER Jacob 12 M PA  Farmer

- Hampden Twp., p. 420 (30 Aug 1850)

185 185 GRUBB Jaohn 36 M Farmer
Margaret 36 F wife
SHUMBARGER George 25 M PA  Farmer

- Hampden Twp., p. 423 (30 Aug 1850)

223 223 SHUMBARGER Nicholas 23 M PA  Laborer
Eliza 24 F PA
James m M PA

Fredericks son David H. Shambarger had moved to Morrow County, Ohio by 1850 to live with his
uncle (Fredericés youngstbrothe) John H. Shambargefohn H. Shambarger and Dorcas Noble were
married 20 February845 in Marion County, Ohidlhe 1850 censusf Morrow Countyshowed tht
John H. and Bvid H. weretailors, the same as Simon Shumberger (brotheredefick and John H.).

- Canaan Twp., p. 377 (27 Jul 1850)

398 SHAMBARGER John H. 40 M PA Tailor
Dorcas 48 F PA
David H. 19 M PA Tailor
PARCELL Susan 16 F OH
NOBLE William D. 3 M OH
SWEENY Edward 27 M MD Physician

In Morrow County,amarriage (or marriagbond) occurred betwe®avid ShanbargerandEpuence
Brownon 1 April 1850 What happened to Epuence, as she does not appear with David in the census
taken on 27 July of that yeaEpuence is not listed in the 1850 mortality scheddlbes marriage is not
mentioned in David H. Shanbargerés Civil War pension file. He then married to Elizabeth Hain on 25
December 1851 in ARen Couwnty, Ohio.



Shortly after the 1850 census, George Shangbengrried to Mary A.probably in Cumberland
County(but the marriage record hast been found)She was boridi December 1828ear Harrisburg
On the death certificates of one of their SoiMaryts maiden name is given as Ellingering. This name
does not appear in thtarrisburg, Pennsylvania area (or anywhere elsd ttzat find). | believe that this
is more likely to be Eslinger, a name that does appear in the early 1800s in both Cumberland and Da
phin Counies. It was a common practice in earlier centuries for the s@iifno to be added to the su
names of females (i.e., Eslingeriiijie names dfaryd parents arenot yet known.

Thefirst child of George and Mary A. wasson named T. F. (Thomas Frederickjp was born
about 1852 or 1853 in Pesylvania. About this time, Faderick Shambarger and most of his children
moved from Cumbdand County, Pennsylvania to Allen County, Ohio (about 420 miles due west).

® OH, State Death Inde931 Death Cerficate11504 for John William Shambarger, who died 2 February 1931 in Miami,
Bradford Co, OH; informant was his wife Elizabeth



Ohio (18531891])

By 1860, most of Frederick Shambarger 6s f ami

- Lima Corporation, p. 17 (6 Jun 1860)

106 BETZ H. 29 M Bade Landlord
Mary 27 F PA
Saml. 7 M OH
Elzebeth 4 F OH
C. 1 F OH
SHUMBERGER B. 43 F PA
Mary 15 F OH

Fr e d e daughtér Mary had married to Henry Betz from Baden (Germany). Hye&rbld son
Samuel was born in Ohio, indigag that Mary had left Cumberland County, Pennsylvania between
1850 and 1853 a r yldes sister Barbara was this household, along with B5-yearold Mary Shan-
barger, who was born in Ohio. (Who was she?)

- Shawnee Twp., p. 104 (7 Jul 1860)

724 SHUMBERGER J. 23 M PA
725 SHUMBERGER G. 35 M PA
M. A. 31 F PA
T F. 7 M PA
J. WL 5 M OH
G.W. 4 M OH
L. 3 M OH
J. 1T M OH
F. 70 M PA
SHAMBERGER N. 32 M PA
E. 32 F PA
J. F. 10 M PA
C. L 7 F PA
S. E 5 F OH
M. 2 M OH
H. 20 M PA Farm laborer

Frederick and his sons Jacob, George, and Nicholas (and their families) lived in Shawnsl&,ow
on the southwest outskirts of Lima. The birthplaces of the children indicate thalsbewoved from
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania to Ohio between 1852 and 1855. (Who was H. Shambarger, the 2(
yearold male living in this household?)



George and his wife Mary had five children, all sons, by this time. T. F. was born in Penngylvania
therest were born in Ohio, probably all in Allen County. John William, the second child, was born in
April 1854. George Washington (my gregindfather), their third child, was born 1 March 1856. Lewis
K., the fourth child, was born 12 May 1857. Theirfitth i | d, Jacob LincolX (c
February 1860.
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In the map above, Lima is the city located right in the center of the ¢autiiyn Ottawa Township
(German Township to its northwest would later be renamed to American Township.)

GeorgeShambarger purchased 15.25 acres of land from James A. Hover, with deed dated 12 April
1858 for $329. This land was located in Shawnee Township, in the north half of the southeast quarter
Section 1, Township 4 South, Range 6 E&46 R6E) (Within a bwnship/range, there are 36 sections,
each typically one mile square, or 640 acgestion 1 is in the extreme northeast corner of a township.)
This was the |l and that George owned at thae ti
cob and Nibolas and their father Frederick lived there as well in 1860. George and his wife Mary sold
this land to Hudson Watt on 15 March 186ar $600.

" OH, Allen Co., Deed Book X (1857859), p. 536
8 OH, Allen Co., Deed Book 8 (1862869), p. 350



During this timeframe, Georgeds brother Nich
quarter of thesoutheast quarter of Section 11 in T4S R6E. This land was about 1.5 miles southwest of
Ge or g e §See nhap beldwNicholas and his wife Elizabeth sold this land to Lawrence Hanlon on
20 February 1864or $550.

Landowners in Shawnee Township, Al@ounty, Ohio, circa 1880

Frederick was not the first Shambarger from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania to settle in Allen
County, Ohio. His youngest brothelohn H. Shambargand wife DorcadNoblewere marriedn Marion
County in 1845lived in Morrow Cotnty, Ohio in 1856° andmoved shortlytheredter to Allen County.

® OH, Allen Co.,Deed Book 8 (1862869), p. 255
191850 census of OHMlorrow Co.,Canaan Twp., p. 377



