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Preface

William M. Kizer is my greaigreatgrandfather. | was first introduced to the Kizer family history by
my maternal grandfather (Wil i am®%).Agayaungdtsrmn )
Californiainthe 1960s1970s | enj oyed | i st eabautrgwirtg ap inGurad Arikckp a 0
sas. | was particularly fascinated with all of the people he mentioned, and astead him how he was
related toeach of themHe collecteda lot of photographs of his family, and was a prolific correspondent
with his reldives.

Demus C. Kizer (ca. 1920)

In 1973,when | had just turned ad®, Grandpa took me and another one of his grandsons to visit
his family in Texas and Arkansas. We spent several days in the area around Mulberry and Ozark (in
Crawford County ad Franklin County) and got to visit a number of the places | had heard about and me
many fascinang people.

This inspired my lifelong interest in genealogy, which | have pursued to thigidagugh | have e-
searched a number of my other famitlydags through the years, my most extensive work has been
done on the Kizer familgand it remains my favorite topidpy building a strong trail of evidence
throughc or r espondence with De masea@hsng primdryl sourcgsgparcalal c
ly the USA federalcensus records and county vital records), | was able tortna&ézers far enough
back to connect to other researchers who were working on the samefamifyound t hat my
Kizer surname (spell ed wofthemame spelledby othersbancliesdf the o
family (further back) as Kiser (predominantly) and Keiser. The name (German, as it turned out) was
spelled as Kgser prior to themmigration to Ameica.

My branch of this large familigad come to Arkansas iha 1850s by way of Tennessee (1810) and
Virginia (1783), after the arrival of Wi i am M. K-grandfath@rdMiclgael Eagyder/Kiser in Ren
sylvania from Germanygnding atPhiladelphia aboard the ship Edinburgh on 13 August 1750). Michael
was born inrRumpenheim, Hesse, Germany around 1734, and his Kayser lineage has been traced back
the 1500s through local Rumpenheim parish registéichael Kiser is the subject of my Kiser gereeal
gy web site ahttp://arslanmb.org/kiser/kiser.html

Of the 23,000+ descendamtentifiedso far of Michael Kiser and his wife Mary Lingel|Eppert, they
had at least 614 gregtandchildren. This document is the story of one of his @peatdsons (Wiiam
M. Kizer).


http://arslanmb.org/kiser/kiser.html

The Goodspeed Biography

The Goodspeed Publishing Company of Chicago, lllinois published a large number of coonty hist
ries and biographies in the 1880s and 1890s. One of tHissery of Benton, Washington, Carroll,
Madison, Crawford, Franklin, and Selies Counties, Arkansg€hicago, IL: Goodspeed Publishing
Co., 1889) contained a biography of our William M. Kizer on page 1235%2. This a good place for us
to start.

Like manybiographies written late in life, this one contains a number of inaccartheeverere-
vealed byfurtherind e pt h research using ol der, pri nmaficy s
methodology was for getting this information, but | imagine it involved some combination refemts
and correspondence with the subjec t hemsel ves. Since Williamds
youngster and he and his siblings Iifadapart from their Kizer relatives for the remainder of their
Il i ves, | would consider the recollecti dmxppalmo
i mateo. The i nf or malikelytote naubhaonore acturate. Havohgisaid that, fhif ke
ography contaimsome wonderful clues for further research that enabled us to eventually trace ithis fam
ly back to Virginia and (earlietp Germany.

AWI Il i am M. Kizer, one of the |l eading citi
County, Mo., April 18, 1837, and is a son of Valentine and Frances (Davis) Kizer, natives of
Bedford County, Tenn., and North Carolina, respectively. Theg married inthedt h e m-6 s n
tive county and about 1831 came to Missouri, locating in Salem County, where they resided for
a while, and afterwards removed to Osage County, where they died. They were farmers and bo
died at the age of about fortwo years leaving a family of five small children in destitute ci
cumstances: Nancy H., Susan, William, John D. and Frances. All are living but Frances. They
were reared by an uncle, who brought them from Missouri to Franklin County, Ark., in 1854.
William began wrking as a farm laborer after coming tok&ansas, and continued this ocedp

tion for four years, when he entered a tract of land, and beganirfgron his own responsibility.

At the end of two years he gave up farming to aid the Southern cause, enlistihg 1862, in
Company |, Thirtyfourth Arkansas Infantry. At the close of the war hisygany was disbanded

at Marshall, Tex., and he resided in that State, whither his family had previously moved, until
November, 1865, when he returned to Franklin Gpuirk., and here has since made his home.
He was without a penny that he could call his own at the close of the war, but by industry and
economy he was soon able to purchase a tract of land, consisting of forty acres, which he has
from time to time incr@sed, until he now owns 240 acres of valuable andaudtivated land.

His success in life is due to his indomitable energy, perseverance, and good management, and
his cheerful, practical and intelligent wife. On thé"26 January, 1859, he was maed to Miss
Thurzy M. Shaver, a daughter of Jacob B. Shaver. She was born in Washington County, Ark.,
March 13, 1836, and her union with Mr. Kizer resulted in the birth of nine children, six of whom
are living: Madora J., wife of W. A. Lloyd; Laura Lorenafe of T. F. Anderson; John A., yFa

lor E., Clark M. and Martha M. Those deceased are Jacob V., Sarepta L. and Flora Ann. Mr.
and Mrs. Kizer, and all but their youngest child, are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, and heisa Demratinhisp | i t i c al Vi ews. Mr s . Kizer o
Carolina, but removed to Tennessee and an early day, from which State he came to Washingto
County, Ark. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, being at the battle of New Orleans, and died
in 1883 atthe extreme old age of ninedyi x . 0

The middle initial(d M0 i n Wi | | i remmmepribablyktangsefar BlcCord, but | have not
seen anything in the primary sources tofcm that. In some notes taken by my grandfather Demus C.
Kizer fromaconversatot he had with his father (Williambs

ini ti al stands for Mason, and that Wil liamobds



dantsof Willammait ai n t hat hi s mi ddl e namewhwhhstrueaTat u a l
| or6s brother Clarkds middwas namef wasd Mals@out |
name. Maybe not.

Very little is known about Wi lliambés mot her.
Goodspeed biography, beensus records of her (in 1850) and her children (in 1880 and 1900) also give
her state of birth as Virginia, Tennessee, oOfr

was born, or where their father was born, either. (They consisten#ylganessee as his place of birth,
although he was clearly born in Virginia.) When Valentine Kizer and Frances (Davis) Kizer died in the
early 1850sthey did notleavafif ami 'y of five small <childreno.
when Valentinalied, their five surviving children at that time would have ranged in age from the oldest
(Nancy) at 20 years (and married for over a year!) to the youngest (Salena Frances) at about five years

The identity of the uncl eedhbibgraphy)ramddmougd themtfrone m
Osage County, Missouri to Franklin County, Arkansas in 1854 is still a mystery. Byth8G0our
youngest children of Valentine were all living in the same household (with William as the head of
household with his newife and their twin baby daughters). They were not with the uncle. Nona-of V
| entineds siblings were known afttime. Magbe the undlewasd |
brother of Frances, but nothing is known about her fa(Dyis).

Whatdowe know about Williambébs parents prior to



Tennessee to Missouri (before 1854)

Wil liam M. Ki z er 0 Jr.)wastbdrreto Valerdirie &irnet (5rr) &d Gatheriaer
Stiehl around 1804805, probably in Rddridge CountyVirginia. Valentine(Sr.)and Catherine were
married in 1782 in Berks County, Pennsyl vani a

tling in Rockingham County. They moved from Rockingham CotmBockbridge Countya bit futher
south in the Mlley)in 1796. Catherine died around 1807 and Valer(81e remarried in that year to

Nancy Berry. In 1810, Valentingr.)and Nancy Kizer and sold their land in Rockbridge Counts, Vi
ginia andthey and the childremovedabout 500 miles west to Bedtb€County, Tennessee. Valentine
(Sr.) lived and farmed there until his death around 1827. Nancy died in Bedford County in 1844.

Valentine Kizer and Frances Davis were probably married between 1825 and 1831 in Bediford Cou
ty, Tennessee. However, no marriageords have been found in Bedford County from that period to
confirmthe place or date of the marriafjthing is known about her background and her place of birth
remains unclear. Valentine (Jr.) does not appear as head of household in the 1830 8mufasdo
County, scheisproteb | 'y st i | | l' iving in his stepmother N
his new wife.

Their first child, a daughter Nancy H. Kizer, was born in Tennessee (probably Bedford County) on
25 November 1831Shortly aftervards, Valentine and Frances moved from Tennessee about 500 miles
northwest to Saline County, Misso@rit he fiSal em Countogaphy f Vtah e n®&o m
brother William Kizer and at least two of their Kiser cousins from Virginiadiemhdymovedto Saline
County by that time. (Valentinebs brot herleftWi |
Saline County, Missouri for Texas by around 1840.)

The index tcthe Saline County deeds lists ateed from George Hall to a Valentine Kisand
another deedfrom a Valentine Kiser to @&vin Haynie. No other deeds involving Valentine are listed, so
it appears he did not own land in Saline County for very long. (I have not read the text of the deeds to
learn of the dates or land descriptiongaiived.) How long he remained in Saline County is not clear,
but Valentine Kizer next appears in the 1840 census of Gibson Township, Gasconade County, Missou
(about 80 miles to the southeast)

! Saline County, Missoufdeed Book G, page 103
% saline County, Missouri Deed Book G, page 140



1840 Census of Gasconade County, Missouri
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- Gibson Twp., p. 268

KEISER, Valentine
1 male under 5
1 male of 20 and under 30
1 female under 5
2 females of 5 and under 10
1 female of 20 and under 30

Note the spelling of the surnaméeiser. It is not unusual in those times for a name to be spelled
many different ways (sometimes within the same document!), according to the ppommaticciation
and the whim of the person recording the aahie ages of Valentine and the adult female in the
household (his wife Frances) are given in the 1840 census as being between 20 and 30 years, but (as
1850 census will show), they werere likelyin their mid30s. Again, this is a common pitfall thfe
pre-1850 censuses, where the ages are listed in categories. (Even in later censuses, the ingigiduals
ticulalythewomeridondét al ways age 10 years between cel
Valentine Kizer householth 18401 1 boy wnder age 5, 1 girl under age 5, and two girls between 5 and
10. Who are they? The oldest child is Nancy H. (born 1831 in Tennessee). The next child, daughter S
san Kizer, was born in Missouri between 1833 and 1835. The third child, son William M. Kieer (ou
guy), was born in Missouri on 18 April 1837. The identify of the other girl is not known. This was pro
ably a daughter born in the late 1830s who did not survive long after the 1840 census.

Where in Missouri were Susan and William born? The Goodspegthplyy says that William was
born in Morgan Countyl'hat munty is about 25 miles south of Saline County and about 65 miles west
of where they lived in Gasconade County. lam notawareafamg or ds s howi ng Val
in Morgan County (which wa®rmed from Cooper County in 1833), but there must be some reason
why it was stated as Williamés birthplace in
and William were born somewhere in Missouri, perhaps Saline County, Morgan Couaggconade
County. (More research needs to be done with the tax lists and deeds for these counties to see if and
when Valentine lived there.)



They didnot I|ive in Gasconade County for ver
1841, Osage County wdormed from the western portion of Gasconade County, including what was
Gibson Township in 1840.

Valentine Kizer appears as a witness to a will written by his neighbor Samuel Shobe in Osage Cou
ty on 12 May 1841 (proved 8 April 18465amuel Shobgage40 to 50)was listed in the 1840 Gasc
nade County census five households after Valentine.

Valentine and Frances hadaher childson John Davis Kizeborn about this time (7 November
1842), probably in Osage Counf delayed birth certificate fledid 942 f or one of Ji
sons, James CarrellKiZer gi ves Johnodés place of birth as Pl
not very likely since they were living in Osage Couwoty the other side of the staséd the time. The
witness for this birth, and probably the provider of the information about John Davis Kizer, was Madora
Jane (Kizer) Loyd, the oldest surviving child of William M. Kizer. She was born in 1859 and did not
havefirsthand knowl edge of J odhhadbcauredslmadst 1@0eyeas sarliér.) r t

Where in Osage County did they livAA Osage Countgeed dated 3 December 1842, records the
sale of land from Valentine and Frances (of Osage County) to Robert Stephens (of Callaway County) f
23. 19 alcsrleasndon58i0 in the Missouri River in Tow
This is currently located in Benton Township in Osage County (which was a part of the old Gibson
Township in Gasconade before the formation of Osage County in I8¥lLjpurchae of this landy
Valentinewas probably recorded in one of the Gasconade County deed books, but | have not found the
deed yet.

Here is the text of the 1842 deed, in which they sold the land:

"This indenture made the 3d day of December 1842 betweertiWal&iszer and Francis Kizer

his wife of Osage County Mo of the one part and Robert Stephens of Callaway County Mo of th
other part . . . that the said Valentine Kizer and Francis Kizer his wife for & in consideration of
the sum of fifty dollars in hanghid the receipt . . . acknowledged have granted . . . and do by
their presents grant . . nto the said Robert Stevens his heirs and assigns forever all the rights
and interests in and to the following tract or parcel of land on which the said Kizewisasd-

ing & which he . .. of purchase from James H. Burcham situated and lying in Osage County in
the State of Missouri containing twenty three and 19/100 acres more or less which is the east
part of two fractions . . . Island No. 58 in Missouri Rivetewnship No. forty five North of

Range No Eight West the dividing line begins by a cotton wood stump on the south side bank o
the River and . . . from this stump due South 18 chains to a cotton wood tree on the south side
the Island further on acrogke . . . 62 chains to a Nuerry stake on the bank of the Bottom from
which a Sycamore 14 inches diameter bearing S 37 1/2 [degrees] W 17 . . . together with all an:
singular the appurtenances there unto belonging to have and to hold the above deseribed
mises unto the said Robere&tns his heirs and assigns forever and the said Valentine Kizer &
Francis Kizer his wife a good and lawful title to the above described premises do heredaytwa
and defend to the said Robert Stevens his heirs etc. fagagrst the claims and demands of

the said Valatine Kizer and Francis Kizer his wife and against the claims and demands of their
heirs & assigns and against the claim and demand of each and every person or persons whatsc
er . . . where of the said Vanine Kizer and Francis Kizer his wife have hereunto set their hands
& seals this day & year first above written viz the 3 dy of December 1842.

% Osage County, Missouri WiBook A, page 54

* Arkansas Delayed Birth Records, James Carrell Kizer (born 14 December 1879, Ozark, Franklin County, Arkansas; filed -
April 1942)

® Osage County, Missouri Deed Book A, pages-248



Valentine Kizer seal
Francis (her x mark) Kizer"

The 1842 deed gives the township/range, but does not iadicEction. Within a township/range,
there are 36 sections, edgpically one mile square, or 640 acr&ametimes this rule does not hold,
such as when a river or geographic boundary is in theB&sed on the description, they livedam
is | a n d)in{th@ Bli8souri River on the Benton Township (T45N R8W) gid@sage County
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Valentine appears on the Osage County personal property tax list of 1844, with nothing but one pol
tax (one adult white male). Thiseans he owned no horses, cattle, or sld¥eslso does not appear on

that yearo6s | and tax | ist, meaning he probabl
Valentine Kizer deeds exist for that county.

After selling this land in 1842, tlganoved a little further west in the county to Linn Township,
where they appear on the 1850 census.



1850 Census of Osage County, Missouri

- Linn Twp., p. 466 (12 Nov 1850)

722 BAKER Patrick M. 21 M MO Farmer
Elizabeth 25 F MO
Martha 23 F MO
- Linn Twp., p. 468 (13 Nov 1850)
746 KISER Valentine 45 M VA Laborer
MNancy 44 F VA
Nancy 18 F MO
Susan 18 F MO
William 13 M MO
John 10 M MO
- Washington Twp., p. 488 (8 Dec 1850)
1052 FORTNER John 40 M TN Farmer
Mary 4 F TN
Theodore 14 M TN

There are a few problems with is$dvéensas Naecy ol S e n
Frances. There is no other evidence that he had remarried between 1842 and 1850, so this is probabl
still Frances (Davis) Kizer. Maybe the census enumerator got her name confused with the oldest daug
ter, Nancy. ( Tsiplace of hirthgslyivea as MM souricbytdater censuses show Her birt
pl ace to be Tennessee.) Johndés age i s given a
was another daughter, Salena Frances, not shown in this census, who wasuidr844i848, prol-
bly in Osage County. (When there are a number of known inaccuracies for a particular familyp-on a ce
sus, it may indicate that the c ehandiiomaknowledger at
ble family member and had to maseme edcated guesseperhaps with the assistance of a neighbor
That might be the case here.)

Both Valentine and Nancy give their place of birth as Virginia, which we know to be correct in his
case. Has shown as laborer, not a faner. At this pointhe owned no landde does not appear as a
slave owner on the 1850 slave schedules.



Not long after this census, on 1 January 1851, the oldest daughter Nancy married to Patrick M. Ba
ef. He was in the 1850 census in Linn Township with, presumably, hisssi§tee marriage was pe
formed by John Carey, Justice of the Peace.

The date of Valentine Kizerds death was betw
(first date of judgments against his estate). fiied settlementalue of his estate 7.0 andthere is
no real property (land) to be distribufesth thisic onsi st ent wirt hms$ h @esdilebe & t
in the Goodspeed biography.

The following entries are from Osage County Probate Book A (185Y):

Estate of Valentine Kizer

p. 356 9 Feb 1852 Judgment to Rfus E. Burcham, $15.04

p. 349 12 Feb 1852 Judgment to James M. Campbell, $3.50 & $5.50
p. 351 10 May 1852 Judgment to John Grafrath, $12.45

p. 356 11 May 1852 Judgment to John F. P. Hughs, $9.41

p. 359 13 May 1852 R. P. Howeton, adm'r of estate, final settlement, $7.09
p. 360 13 May 1852 Judgment to Samuel P. Agee, $9.07

p. 364 10 Aug 1852 Judgment to W. P. Menex, $0.75

p. 365 10 Aug 1852 Judgment to John M. Finley?, $12.81

p. 385 14 Feb 1853 Judgment to John Woody, $0.8 $7.00

p. 402 11 May 1853 Judgment to Drs. Rainey & Burch, $3.25

p. 413 9 Aug 1853

"Ordered that J. [or I.] S. Fortner be appointed guardian of the person of John
Keiser and Francis Keiser the former aged 8 years and the latter 6 years."

The $3.25 i from Drs. Rainey and Burch may indicate that Valentine was given medical attention
for an iliness or injury. The cause of his death is not known.

The guardianship of the two minor children (under age 16) is assigned to J. [or I.] S. Fortner. There
is aJohn Fortner listed in the 1850 census of Washington Township in Osage County. Would that be tf
guardian? Was he the uncle to which the Goodspeed biography refers? Was Frances (Davis) Kizer de
by 1853 By this time, the three older children (Nancy, Sysad William) were at least 16 years of
age, so they would not have been assigned a guaBlmime of John DavistateKi z e
that the uncle was John Davis, a brother of Frarides. lead is being pursued, but nothing to confirm
that relatonship has yet been found.

This John Fortner does not appear to be listed in the 1860 cklisgsn Theodore was married in
Osage County in 1857, indicating that they still lived in that county after the orphans were brought to
Franklin County, Arkansa@70 miles southwest of Osage Couniy]854.

® Osage County, M#ouri Marriage Book A, page 153



Arkansas(18541865

The first appearance of this family in Arkansas is indicated by the marriage in Franklin County on 1.
September 1854 afal ent i neds ol dest daught eaverNhog@ &VyC. ( Ki :
Nixon, Justice of the Pedc&Vhat happened to Patrick M. Baker, whom sheriein 18517

On 26 January 1859, William M. Kizer married Thurza Malinda Shat/@¢hite Oak Townshfb

"l hereby certify the | solemnized the rite of matrimbagween William Kizer and Thurzey
Shaver on the 26th day of January 1859 in the Township of White Oak in the County of Franklir
and State of Arkansas both of lawful age. Given under my hand this 27th day of January 1859.

Alne Bourland, J. P.
Filed and Reorded Feb. 1st AD 1859

A. L. Berry Clerk"

Thurza Malinda Shaver was a younger sister of Joseph P. Shaver. Their parents, Jaoaidglac
Shaver (a veteran of the War of 1812) and Thurza Moss, had married in 1820 in Lawrence Geunty, A
kansas Territorflater to be Randolph County, Arkansas). Jacob and Thurza arrived in Franklin County
about 1849. Thurza died thereon 18 March 18 b out si x mont hs bef or e
JacobShaveremained in Franklin Countyntil his death on 19 Augu&B84.

According t o J aran Dzak Frarkli® Countybnewspageis family belonged to

the White Oak congregation of the i@loerland Presbyterian Church starting in 1851. This is the same
church to which Wil | i aaocoiding tdkhe Z5eodsperd biographyl This b e |

would suggest that thewkd fairly close to one another.

Mcliroy

Mo '
I ﬂmé*‘-*ﬂ'*“* : I n 1850, Jacob Shaverodos family
S [ . in Mulberry Township inL860. William M. Kizer and his siblings
! il s | ®man | would establish theinomesteads together in the part of White Oak
Sl ——— Township noriwest of Ozark that would be located in Cravens ffow
ey [Cans o ekt | ship upon its formation about 1890. (Cravens Township was formed

?"Iw - oE *?'Ef 1 from the western part of White Oak Township and the eastern part of
Mulberry Township.)
L crens. | roe The map at the left shows the current formation of the townships

)—_ S Tffe" in Franklin County. Where Cravens Township is how located is-pro
! weaves ’ ably the area where the Shaver and Kizer families lived starting in the

J BRANCH{E TIEET_J 1850s.

e

Hurricane I

il:ﬁ_firzL-Esmn - More information on the Shaver famitan be found at my Shaver
Prame | S family web site ahttp://arslanmb.org/shaver/shaver.htmi

” Franklin County, Arkansaiirst Book of Marriages (1850861) page 105
8 Franklin County ArkansagEirst Book of Marriages (1850861) page 200


http://arslanmb.org/shaver/shaver.html

1860 Census of Franklin County, Arkansas
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- White Oak Twp., p. 16 (256) (4 Jun 1860)

105 105 KIZER W, M. 23 M MO Farmer
T. M. 24 F AR
Susan 25 F MO
John D. 17 M MO Farmer
Salena F. 12 F MO
Medora J. tm F AR
Flora A. tEm F AR

Other than Nancy and JgdeShaver, who were living in nearby Mulberry Township, the 18660 ce
sus found al |l oflingdiiving in lasrhous&hold kKniWhite Odk I owsship, along with
his new wife Thurza and their twin daughters Madora Jane and Flora Ann, who weté liwcember
1859.

William and his brother John were farming, but they owned no land at this point in time. Perhaps
they were leasing the land upon which they farniégy do not appear as a slave owners on the 1860
slave schedules.

Susan soon left this heehold to marry Ambrose McCorkle on 2 January 1862 (by R. K. Pound,
Minister of the Gospé). In the meantime, the Civil War was now underway. Arkansas had voted to s
cede from the Union on 6 May 1861. Ambrose McCorkle enlisted with Compartlyd Afkansas 15
(Northwest) Infantry Regiment on 8 February 1862 at Ozark.

William and Thurzads t hird c bothloftlis graadfathergivasn a me
born on 8 May 1862.

On 2 July 1862n Ozark William enlisted to serve with Company I thie Arkansas 3% Infantry
Regiment. (John joined the same Company later that yigee34™ Infantry Regiment was formed in
the summerof 1862 r om counti es i n nort hwe s mngAonkFaankina s (
County) The unit was assigned Fagan's, A.T. Hawthorne's, and Roane's Brigade in the-Trans
Mississippi Department and participated in the conflicts at Helena and Jenkins Ferry. It continued the
fight in some minor actions in Arkansas and Louisiana. Colonel William H. Brooks, Liet&olnels
T. M. Gunter and James R. Pettigrew, and Major F. R. Earle were in comhmésdas also known as
Brookds I nfantry Regi ment.

° Franklin County ArkansagFirst Book of Marriages (1850861) page 291



Chronologyof battles:
Prairie Grove, Arkansas7 Dec 1862
Helena, Arkansas4 Jul 1863
Little Rock, Arkamsas- 10 Sep 1863.
Jenkins FerryArkansas 30Apr 1864
Ivey's Ford, Akansas 17 Jan 1865

Fortunately, two letters survive from soldier William M. Kizer to his wife Thurza in late 1862. They
paint a vivid picture of the conditioriring the war in the west fromGonfederate perspectivef pa-
ticular note are the compassion for the other soldiers (on both sides of the war) and a healthy skepticis
regardi ng rumor s adthwouldtbe verhieterestimg t@ find opher tetgers éranslater in
the war {f they were ever written) to leawot his feelings as the war dragged on and times beaame i
creasingly desperate.

"25 Aug 1862
Dear wife



| drop you a few lines to let you know that | am well but the food that we have is enough to mak
many of us sickslour with out any thing but cold water. Beef & not salt enough to salt it. | hope
that you have plenty and all in good health. The most of the boys are well & in good spirits. |
want you to have your letters at Hendersons Bourlands when Squire Ramisyatmueso he

can get them. Have yourtlers there by Wednesday weeak if not soooner. You will here when he
comes around. Tell me all the knews . . . [something about hiagyegeat] . . . & how the

people are in regard to health. | will close as | Hafgo on gard in a few minutes.

Yours truly until death William Kizer"

AEI m Springs, Ark.
Oct. 6" 1862
Dear Thurza,

This evening 130 prisoners arrived in camp. They were taken the other day in a fight@t Newt
nia, Mo. We hear that there are 800 glarg arms at Van Buren for this regiment. If so we will

be apt to leave here soon for Mo. We heard this evening that Stonewall had whipped the feds ir
Pennsylvania and had taken 30,000 prisoners. If this be so it is a great achievement for our

cause.Butddut t he report. Tell Joedbds and | saacbo:
write to them. Al so Lancasterobés fol ks. The
feds.

Gen. Reins has not reinforced him and says he wants them follswil him until we get arms
enough to capture them. | must closgihg this may find you and children in good health.

| remain your Affectionate husband.
William M. Kizer

Those prisoners were the most miserable looking creatures you ever saw. Sanewérté

bare headed. We hear there are 7000 Texans at Crop Hollows. But doubt it. We hear all sorts o
reports, good, bad, and indifferent. But hope we may fight the good fight and come alive and vi
torious in the end.

W. K. o

The following spring (1863wo of William and Thurzé #ree children died (Flora Ann on 10 April
at age three; Jacob Valentine on 16 April at age 11 mpmédhaps from an infectious disease. No
more Iis seen of Wi lliamés youngest s yearsadrat Sal
this time, after the 1860 census. Did she also die during the spring of 1863?

Thurza had six brothers, five of whom fought for the Confedetdawever, her brother Joseph
(who married Wil hlisteal mth Compangk oéthe Kidas mfantry (Urgon) on 14
December 1863. The family story is that Nancy encouraged him to fight fontbe &ide in order to
get a pension (figuring they would win the wa
as a result. Joseph newid return to live in Franklin County after the war.

During the spring of 1864, William spent about three months in a Confederate hospital & Shrev
port, Louisianafpr diarrhea). He returned the 34" Arkansas Infantry Regimetater in the year and



saved until the unit was disbanded on 15 May 1889Marshall, Texas, according to the Goodspeed
biography) (His brother John was discharged at about the same time.)

Marshall is in Harrison County, Texas, only about 40 miles west of Shreveport, Loufstanal-
ing to the Goodspeed biography,

At the close of the war his company was disbanded at Marshall, Tex., and he resided in that
State, whither his family had previously moved, until November, 1865, when he returned to
Franklin County, Ark., and here Baince made his home. He was without a penny that he could
call his own at the close of the war . . 0

By this time, they only had omemainingchild living (Madoralane,calledile nny 6 ) , t he ¢
having died in 18630n 19 Deember 1865, their fothr child, daughteLauralLorena was born in
FranklinCounty. If, as stated in the Goodspeed biography, they returned frashilh Texas in N-
vember from about 220 miles south of Franklin Countyhurza would have been eight monthggpre
nant when they nae the journey.



Arkansas (186 and later)

After the war, William M. Kizer was destitute, as were many veterans returning to their homes in
Arkansas. As stted in the Goodspeedography,

A . . . but by industry and mdoflawnygnsistieg ofMea s
ty acreso
Duringthe 18704 8 80s (as wedl |l see a I|ittle | ater),

plots of land just south of the Cravens community. It was to this part of Franklin County they probably
returnel to and reestablished their lives immediately after the war. (The deeds of the 1860s need to be
more closely examined to find the purchase of the 40 acres referenced in Goodspeed.)

The Kizer family continued t o gornpawon JOoh Andirewa m
on 21 November 1868. he f ol |l owi ng spring, on 29 April 18
Hood™.

The 1870 census of Franklin County, Arkansas does not list any of the Kizer family (or the Shavers
either). It appears th#tte census enugrator missed that part of the population, for whatever reason.
Williamdbs sister Nancy, her husband Joseprh Sh
kansas.

Fourmore children were born to William and Thurza Kizer in the 1870s
sixth childi son Taylor Earl Kizer, born 8 February 1871
seventh child son Clark Mason Kizer, born 20 February 1873
eighth childi daughter Sarepta Kizer, born ca. 1875, died before 1880 census
ninth (and last) child Martha Malinda Kizer, born 3anuary 1878

Williamds daughter Madora Jane fiJennyo Kizer
(They named their first daughter Seripita Lor

Clark Mason Kizer, late 1870s

% Franklin County, Arkansas Marriag8ook A, page 90
M Franklin County, Arkansas Marriage BoBk page463



The Godalspeed biography (published in 1889) says that, after the war, William built up his land
holdings in Franklin County:

A . but by industry and economy he was soon able to purchase a tract of land, consisting of fo
ty acres, which he has from time to timereased, until he now owns 240 acres of valuable and
well-cultivated landd

How did he acquire this land, when was it purchased, and from whom? What eventually happened
the land? Some of these questions can be answered by examining the Frankird€edsmtind the
USA Bureau of Land Management (BLM) General Land Office records
(http://www.glorecords.blm.goy/which record the transfer of publicly held lands to private indaisl

The following Frankin County deedand BLM entriedrom the 1870s and 188@®/olve William
M. Kizer, his brother Johrand sister Gsan:

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book CC, p. 282

Date: 14 Dec 1871

Grantor: J. E. Cravens & wife
Grantee: J. D. Kizer
Description: Warrantgeed
Filed: 28 Jan 1907

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book F, p. 382

Date: 7 Jun 1873

Grantor: H. R. Riddle

Grantee: Wm. M. Keizer
Description: Mortgage of cotton crop
Filed: 7 Jun 1873

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book Y, p. 138

Date: 20 Feb 1876

Granbr: USA

Grantee: Willian M. Kizer

Description: Warranty deed. 40 acres. Homestead. NW1/4 of SW1/4 of Section 19, T10N
R27W.

Filed: 17 Jan 1903

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book CC, p. 281

Date: 3 Nov 1876

Grantor: USA

Grantee: J. D. Kizer
Description: Warranty deed.
Filed: 28 Jan 1907

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book Y, p. 137

Date: 20 Nov 1880

Grantor: USA

Grantee: William Kizer

Description: Warranty deed. 40 acres. Public lands. NE1/4 of SW1/4 of Section 19, T10N
R27W.

Filed: 17 Jan 1903


http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book L, pp. 424-425

Date: 17|19 Sep 1883

Grantor: Little Rock & Fort Smith Railway

Grantee: J. D. Kiser

Amount: $100

Description: Warranty deed. 40 acres. SW1/4 of SW1/4 of Section 20, TION R27W.
Filed: 5 Jan 1884

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book R, p. 228-232

Date: 23 Aug 1884

Grantor: Lavina J. McKinney (dau. of John A. McKinney, dec.)

Grantee: William Kizer

Amount: $183.33

Description: Warranty deed. 120 acres. W1/2 of SW1/4 of Section 18, TION R27W &
NW1/4 of NW1/4 of Seabn 19, TION R27W.

Filed: 4 Jan 1890

Date: 27 Aug 1884
Grantor: W. R. Lessley & wife Eliza B. (nee McKinney, dau. of John A. McKinney, dec.)
Grantee: William Kizer
Amount: $183.33
Description: Warranty deed. 120 acres. W1/2 of SW1/4 of Section 08| R27W &
NW1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 19, T10N R27W.
Filed: 4 Jan 1890

Date: 16 Aug 1884

Grantor: Lucinda C. McKinney (widow of John A. McKinney, dec.)

Grantee: William Kizer

Amount: $366.66

Description: Warranty deed. 120 acres. W1/2 of SW1/4 of @ed®, TLON R27W &

NW1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 19, T1I0N R27W.
Filed: 4 Jan 1890

Date: 16 Aug 1884

Grantor: G. F. McKinney & wife

Grantee: William Kizer

Description: Warranty deed. 120 acres. W1/2 of SW1/4 of Section 18, T1I0N R27W &
NW1/4 of NW1/4 of Setion 19, TION R27W.

Filed: 4 Jan 1890

Date: 17 Aug 1884

Grantor: S. P. McKinney

Grantee: William Kizer

Description: Warranty deed. 120 acres. W1/2 of SW1/4 of Section 18, TION R27W &
NW1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 19, T1I0N R27W.

Filed: 4 Jan 1890

Franklin Co., Arkansas Deed Book CC, p. 283
Date: 7 Jan 1886



Grantor: P. A. D. Smith

Grantee: J. D. Kizer

Description: Warranty deed.

Filed: 28 Jan 1907

( Not e: Phillip A. D. Smith, a | ocal preac

Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Homestead & Cash Entry Patents, Franklin
County, Arkansas

(Note: C=cash entry, H=homestead entry)
Smith, Susan (formerly Susan McCorkle)
27 Apr 1885 40 acres H; NW ¥ of SE ¥ of Section 19, TION R27W

Kizer, William M.

15 Feb 1876 40 aces H; NW Y4 of SW Y4 of Section 19, T1I0N R27W
20 Nov 1880 40 acres C; NE Y4 of SW Y4 of Section 19, T10 N R27W (as
William Kiser)

Loyd, Walton A.

17 Oct 1888 40 acres H; NE ¥4 of NE ¥ of Section 25, TLON R28W (as
Walter A. Loyd)

Loyd, Louisa

1Jun 1882 80 aces H; SE ¥4 of NE V4 & NE ¥4 of SE ¥4 of Section 25,
T10N R28W

Kizer, John D.
3 Nov 1876 80 acres H; E ¥ of SE ¥ of Section 19, T10N R27W

The BLM records include land for which the title was still held by the federal government. The land
was disposed of byé authority of many acts of Congresale, homesteads, warrants for military se
vice, timber culture, mining, etc. One of the primary purposes of these public land laws was to encou
ace people from the East to movest. Under the Cash Act, people cobilgy public land for cash, up to
640 acres. The dinestead Act of 1862, allowed people to settle up to 160 acres of public land if they
lived on it for five years and grew crops or made impnoents. Thisnomestead tad did not cost an
thing per acre, bute settler did pay a filing fee. The homestead acquisitions by William and John in
1876 show that they lived and farmed on the land since 1871 or earlier.

Where exactly was this land located? The descriptions in the land records indicate the coordinates
within the rectangular survey system (e.g., townships, ranges, and sections). For a descriptiorsef this <
tem, seéttp://www.glorecords.blm.gov/Visitors/PLSS.ade land acquired by Williapdohn, and
Susan was adjacent to each other in what is now Cravens Township in central Franklin County, about
4.5miles northwest of the town of Ozaakd a little over a mile soudputheast of the Cravens coomm
nity.



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/Visitors/PLSS.asp

Of the deeds and BLM records fouralfar, we see that William had acquired 200 acres, John 120
acres, and Susan 40 acres. This may not be complete, as the Goodspeed biography says that William
1889) had 240 acres of land. More detailed research into the Franklin County deeds neddedo be



